Acute poisoning: initial management and sources of information.
Poisoning is responsible for 2-3 per cent of attendances to urban A&F. departments in the UK each year ( MacNamara et al 1996 ). It accounts for about 7 per cent of accidents in children under five years of age ( Consumer Safety Unit 1995 ). The National Poison Information Service (NPIS) deals with hundreds of emergency telephone enquiries every day. and the number of such calls has risen sharply in recent years. Figure 1 demonstrates the annual call load of NPIS (London). A&E nurses account for 42 per cent of these telephone enquiries.